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INTRODUCTION
The a i r  that  we breathe is  fundamental  to  our  existence;  yet ,  we somet imes forget
the impact  that  the qual i ty  of  the a i r  has  on our  heal th  and wel l -being .
 
The a i r  we breathe conta ins  emiss ions  f rom motor  vehic les ,  industry ,  heat ing and
commercia l  sources ,  as  wel l  as  tobacco smoke and household fuels .  A i r  pol lut ion
harms human heal th ,  part icular ly  in  those a l ready vulnerable  because of  thei r  age or
exist ing heal th  problems.  Ev idence shows that  a i r  pol lut ion at  current  levels  i s
responsible  for  a  s igni f icant  burden of  deaths ,  hospi ta l  admiss ions  and exacerbat ion
of  symptoms,  especia l ly  for  card iorespi ratory  d isease .  Exposure  to  a i r  pol lutants  i s
largely  beyond indiv iduals ’  control  and requi res  act ion by  publ ic  author i t ies  at  the
nat ional ,  regional  and even internat ional  levels .
 
I t  i s  est imated that  Kosovo had up to  3 ,800 premature  deaths  unt i l  2016 as  a  resul t
of  a i r  pol lut ion (European Envi ronment  Agency ,  2019) .  Kosovo ranks  f i rs t  in  the
number  of  years  of  l i fe  lost  as  a  resul t  of  premature  deaths .  Years  of  L i fe  Lost  (YLL)
is  determined as  the poss ible  years  of  l i fe  lost  due to  premature  death .  I t  i s  an
evaluat ion of  the average number  of  years  that  a  person would have l ived i f  he  or
she would not  d ie  prematurely .  This  takes  into  considerat ion the age in  which the
deaths  occur  and is  greater  for  deaths  at  an ear l ier  age and lower  for  deaths  at  an
older  age .  World  Bank ’s  Country  Envi ronmental  Analys is  (CEA)  for  Kosovo est imates
ai r  pol lut ion to  cause 852 premature  deaths ,  318 new cases  of  chronic  bronchit is ,
605 hospita l  admiss ions  and 11,900 emergency  v is i ts  each year .  I t  i s  about  t ime the
inst i tut ions  in  Kosovo take th is  problem ser iously .
 
A i r  pol lut ion is  the consequence of  a  large number  of  inadequate pol ic ies  and th is
has  to  change urgent ly .  S ince January  2019,  Balkan Green Foundat ion ,  in  cooperat ion
with the Inst i tute  for  Development  Pol icy  ( INDEP) ,  proposed 13 measures  that  the
government  should take to  address  the problem of  a i r  pol lut ion .  S ince then,  f ive
steps  have been undertaken:
 
(1)   The legal  bas is  has  been created for  the establ ishment  of  the Kosovo Energy
Ef f ic iency Fund (KEEF)  with  the approval  of  the Law on Energy Ef f ic iency ;
 
(2)  The Government  of  Kosovo has  approved the request  of  the Minist ry  of
Envi ronment  and Spat ia l  P lanning (MESP)  not  to  use coal  for  heat ing  in  publ ic
inst i tut ions ;
 
(3)  The Minist ry  of  Envi ronment  and Spat ia l  P lanning (MESP) ,  wi th  the support  f rom
the European Union (EU)  have upgraded Kosovo ’s  s tate  a i r  qual i ty  monitor ing
network  plat form and launched a  mobi le  appl icat ion d isplay ing real- t ime a i r  qual i ty
monitor ing data ;
 
(4)  The Par l iament  of  Kosovo decided not  to  pass  the proposed amendment  of  Law
No.  05/L-132 on Vehic les  on removing the l imitat ion of  imports  of  vehic les  older
than 10 years ;  and
 
(5)  Technical  control  centers  are  now obl iged to  inspect  and monitor  emiss ions  f rom
vehic les  with  the use of  vehic le  exhaust  gas  analyzers .
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SOURCES OF AIR POLLUTION

Thermal  power  plants  (Kosovo A and Kosovo B)
L igni te  sur face mining in  S ibovc coal  mine
Industr ia l  complex in  Mit rovica
Metalwork ing ,  nonmetal l ic  and chemical  industry
NewCo Ferronikel i  n ickel  product ion plant  in  Drenas
Sharrcem cement  plant  in  Hani  i  E lez i t
Construct ion mater ia l  industry ,  wood industry ,  paper  industry ,  text i le  industry ,
leather-shoe industry ,  rubber  industry ,  and food industry
Graphic  act iv i ty ,  s tone quarr ies ,  asphalt  product ion ,  road ,  ra i l  and a i r  t ransport
Urban and industr ia l  landf i l l s ,  agr icul tural  pol lut ion and inc inerat ion (<60% of
Kosovars  receive waste  col lect ion serv ices :  75% in  urban areas  and 41% in  rural
areas )

In  Kosovo,  the qual i ty  of  a i r  deter iorates  in  developed urban areas ,  especia l ly  in
industr ia l  areas .  In  Kosovo,  the greatest  impact  on the envi ronment  is  caused by
power  plants  (TPP Kosovo A and B) ,  t ransportat ion ,  Ferronikel i ,  Sharrcem,  other
plants  with  low capaci ty  and heat ing plants .  A  very  chal lenging problem for
envi ronmental  pol lut ion is  a lso  inher i ted industr ia l  waste  and urban waste  dump.
Since pol lutant  cadaster  has  not  yet  been establ ished,  many data  may be only  b iased ,
however ,  i t  i s  est imated that  these resources  contr ibute  to  a  cons iderable  extent  to
the envi ronment .
 
According to  the Minist ry  of  Envi ronment  and Spat ia l  P lanning (2012) ,  sources  of  a i r
pol lut ion in  Kosovo are  cons idered :
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As such ,  Kosovo needs very  broad approaches  to  address  a i r  pol lut ion and not
propose inadequate pol ic ies  that  go opposi te  with  a i r  qual i ty  improvement  ef for ts .
 
Last  year ,  Balkan Green Foundat ion cal led on the members  of  Kosovo 's  par l iament
not  to  vote  on a  proposed increase of  the maximum age of  newly  imported second-
hand cars  to  15 years ,  in  order  to  protect  the envi ronment  and safeguard publ ic
heal th .  BGF voiced i ts  pos i t ion that  changing the Law no .  05/L-132 would increase
the levels  of  pol lut ion which are  reportedly  h igher  and in  certa in  per iods  of  the year ,
such as  the winter  season,  ra ise  concerns  amongst  c i t izens .  Such impl icat ions  in  the
envi ronment  could a lso  af fect  Kosovo c i t izens ’  safety  and heal th .
 
Furthermore ,  such an act ion would be in  opposi t ion with  the in i t iat ives  in  the
European Union countr ies  on reducing gas  emiss ions  which is  a  resul t  of  the l ight-
duty  and heavy-duty  vehic les .  On May 2019,  the Par l iament  of  Kosovo decided not  to
pass  the proposed amendment  of  the Law No.  05/L-132 on Vehic les  on removing the
l imitat ion of  imports  of  vehic les  older  than 10 years .  
 
This  s tep must  be seen as  a  reaf f i rmat ion of  the commitment  of  Kosovo in  protect ing
the envi ronment  and in  being in  l ine  with  the European Union d i rect ives .  Consider ing
the average age of  registered vehic les  in  Kosovo which is  over  18 years  and the h igh
pol lut ion levels  registered in  certa in  per iods  with in  a  year ,  impl icat ions  f rom this
in i t iat ive  would have increased even more the concerns  amongst  c i t izens .  Short- term
benef i ts  f rom this  dec is ion would be minimal  compared to  the damage caused f rom
old vehic les .
 
A  lot  of  good pract ices  can be taken f rom other  countr ies  to  contr ibute  to  a i r  qual i ty
improvement ,  but  Kosovo needs to  act  faster ,  th is  because a  t iny  country  as  Kosovo
dur ing the winter  manages to  r ival  with  pol luted a i r  qual i ty  in  c i t ies  such as  Bei j ing ,
Mumbai  and New Delhi .
 

 

 

AIR QUALITY MEASUREMENT
In  May 2018,  the Nat ional  Audi t  Of f ice  of  the Republ ic  of  Kosovo found that  the
state  system of  monitor ing and report ing ,  which is  managed by the Minist ry  of
Envi ronment  and Spat ia l  P lanning and i ts  mechanisms,  d id  not  provide the c i t izens  of
Kosovo a  real  p icture  of  the s i tuat ion on a i r  qual i ty ,  especia l ly  not  in  real  t ime.  The
r isk  imposed by such system of  monitor ing and report ing consists  in  the monitor ing
stat ions  being non-operat ional  and without  data  part icular ly  in  those cases  when a i r
pol lut ion in  the country  i s  severe  and c i t izens  are  not  aware at  the r ight  t ime to  take
the necessary  measures  to  avoid  exposure  to  such a i r  pol lut ion .
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During 2016 and 2017,  hazardous
parameters  to  human heal th  such as  dust
part ic les  PM10 and PM2.5 ,  were not
reported for  months ,  and part icular ly
dur ing the winter  when these parameters
reach and exceed maximum values .
Despi te  the def ic ient  monitor ing and
report ing ,  in  those cases  when reported ,
the values  of  the parameter  PM10 were
exceeded up to  400%,  according to  the
Nat ional  Audi t  Of f ice .  The process  of  data
monitor ing and report ing was h indered
even more by  issues  such as  the non-
funct ional i ty ,  f requent  d isplacement ,
secur i ty  and damage of  the stat ions  that
monitor  and report  the data  on a i r  qual i ty .
 

 

 

Off ic ia l  a i r  qual i ty  measurements  have been conducted by  the Hydrometeorological
Inst i tute  of  Kosovo which has  publ ished recent  data  on the websi te  kosovo-
ai rqual i ty .com .  This  p lat form forms and aggregates  the state  a i r  qual i ty  monitor ing
network  which includes  real- t ime a i r  qual i ty  data  cover ing 7  munic ipal i t ies  in
Kosovo .  The Minist ry  of  Envi ronment  and Spat ia l  P lanning and the EU Off ice  in
Kosovo have a lso  launched a  mobi le  appl icat ion  to  present  the very  same data  on a i r
qual i ty .
 
In  total ,  Kosovo ’s  s tate  a i r  qual i ty  monitor ing network  consis ts  of  12 a i r  qual i ty
monitor ing stat ions ,  namely  in  Obi l iq  (3 ) ,  Pr isht ina (2 ) ,  Drenas  (1 ) ,  Hani  i  E lez i t  (1 ) ,
Mit rov ica  (1 ) ,  G j i lan (1 ) ,  Pr iz ren (1 ) ,  and Peja  (1 ) .  In  terms of  real- t ime data ,  the
stat ions  in  Pr isht ina ,  Mit rov ica ,  G j i lan and Hani  i  E lez i t  measure  PM2.5 ,  PM10,  CO,
NO2,  SO2,  and O3.  The stat ion in  Drenas  measures  PM2.5 ,  PM10,  CO,  NO2,  and SO2.
The stat ion in  Pr iz ren measures  PM2.5 ,  PM10,  CO,  SO2,  and O3 whi le  the one in  Peja
measures  PM2.5 ,  and PM10.  This  i s  a  s tep forward in  Kosovo ’s  ef for ts  to  monitor  a i r
pol lut ion data .  Of  course ,  i t  i s  now important  for  the government  to  cont inuously
increase the number  of  a i r  qual i ty  monitor ing stat ions  and take measures  to  improve
ai r  qual i ty  in  order  to  e l iminate  the sources  of  pol lut ion .
 
 

400%
PM10 exceedance during

2016 and 2017
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Pr isht ina
Mitrovica
Gj i lan
Hani  i  E lez i t
Drenas  
Pr iz ren 
Peja

Real- t ime data  on a i r  pol lut ion is  provided only  for  7  munic ipal i t ies  in  Kosovo,  with
Obi l iq  being the one excluded:
 

 
What  i s  concerning is  the fact  that  monitor ing stat ions  s i tuated in  areas
character ized by  h igh a i r  pol lut ion (such as  Obi l iq ,  Hani  i  E lez i t ,  and Gj i lan)  had no
data  on some of  the parameters  for  over  6  months  dur ing 2017.  The stat ion located
in  Obi l iq  i s  important  to  have data  report ing throughout  the year ,  as  i t  i s  located in
the v ic in i ty  of  the thermal  power  s tat ion Kosovo B .  In  2016 and 2017,  th is  s tat ion
has  been character ized by  major  shortcomings  in  data  report ing .  
 
The Minist ry  of  Envi ronment  and Spat ia l  P lanning publ ishes  h is tor ical  data  on a i r
pol lut ion through annual  reports  on the state  of  the envi ronment .  The most  recent
annual  report  i s  that  of  2018 whi le  the most  recent  monthly  report  covers  the per iod
December  2018 -  January  2019.  No informat ion is  publ ic ly  avai lable  for  the per iod
after  January  2019 (https ://mmph.rks-gov.net/publ ik imet/319/raport imi- i -c i les is-se-
a j r i t )
 
The a larmingly  h igh levels  of  a i r  pol lut ion recorded over  the past  two years  (2017-
2018)  in  Kosovo,  part icular ly  in  Pr is t ina ,  have posed a  ser ious  threat  to  the heal th  of
c i t izens .  The measurements  that  prompted the st rongest  react ions  f rom c i t izens  and
inst i tut ions  were in i t ia l ly  made by the U .S .  Embassy  in  Kosovo which uses  i ts  own a i r
qual i ty  monitor  that  feeds  data  to  the AirVisual  p lat form.  In  terms of  “democrat iz ing”
a i r  qual i ty  data  in  Kosovo,  A i rV isual  has  become a  popular  tool  among c i t izens  and
companies  that  use i t  to  make knowledge about  a i r  qual i ty  more widely  access ible  to
large numbers  of  people  in  d i f ferent  c i t ies  in  Kosovo .  To date  (October  2019) ,  there
are  23 independent  s tat ions  monitor ing 13 munic ipal i t ies  in  Kosovo on the exposure
to PM2.5 .  In  terms of  usage ,  there  are  around 10,000 users  on Ai rV isual  who fol low
real- t ime data  on PM2.5 exposure  in  the 13 munic ipal i t ies  in  Kosovo .

10,000
users (followers) from Kosovo

on AirVisual

PM10 exceedance during
2016 and 2017
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RECOMMENDATIONS
(1)  Entit ies responsible at the central  and local  level  should make
sure that they have established a comprehensive and up-to-date
legal framework,  as well  as eff icient and sustainable monitoring
and reporting mechanisms on air  quality in Kosovo.  Kosovo’s
strategy for air  quality should be enforced,  the action plan for air
quality and the law on air  protection from pollution should be
adopted,  and air  quality plans for zones in which pollutants levels
visibly exceed l imit values by a wide margin,  especially in winter ,
should be prepared and adopted.
 
(2) Implementing an excise tax of 20-euro cents/l iter for diesel
fuel .  The burning of one l iter of petrol emits 2.9 kilograms of CO₂,
while the same amount of diesel emits 3.1 kilograms of CO₂.  Kosovo
imports around 500 mill ion l iters of fuel annually ,  as a result ,  the
burning of these fuels produces around 1.5 mill ion tons of CO₂
annually .  Therefore,  the implementation of an excise tax of 20
cents/l iter would make diesel fuel to become more expensive and
lessen the demand given the environmental pollution aspect of
using it .
 
(3) Reforming public transportation in Kosovo .  Discouragement of
the use of cars must be conducted by offering them qualitative
alternatives of transportation.  This must include not only
transportation within cit ies but also those that are between them. A
large part of the congestion in the capital  city is  caused by cars
coming from other cit ies .  Urban transportation needs to be reformed
and improved so as to ensure the arr ival in capital  cit ies in an
organized public transportation while discouraging the usage of
private cars .  The Municipality of Prist ina should urgently tackle the
issue of bicycle lanes and pedestrian mobil ity as part of i ts
Sustainable Urban Mobil ity Plan (SUMP).
 
(4) Removing excise and customs tax for new cars and those that
fulf i l l  higher standards such as Euro 6 ;  Doubling the excise tax for
older cars that do not meet Euro 6;  No value-added tax for electric
and hybrid cars;  Incremental taxes for road usage tax and
environmental tax according to the weight of the vehicle,  type of
engine and mileage crossed; and increasing the quality of fuel to
improve the air  quality in the country.  We call  on the Ministry of
Infrastructure and Transport (MIT) to implement the administrative
instruction on controll ing and measuring vehicle emissions.
 
(5) Extending environmental zones across all  c it ies in Kosovo where
passing by car is  prohibited.  Larger urban centers in Kosovo must
have environmental zones in the city where the entrance by car is
prohibited.  Nevertheless,  this measure needs to be longer-term
because not only that the environment is protected but also the
path would be opened for the use of bicycles and the improvement
of public transportation,  both of which are economically
sustainable.



A P  P R O G R E S S  R E P O R T P A G E  7

(6)  Dedicated ecological  tax  categor ized according to
envi ronmental  impact .  The ecological  tax  is  not  t reated as  a
dedicated tax .  When we register  our  car ,  we pay in  the name of
envi ronmental  protect ion but  that  amount  goes  to  the total
budget  of  the state  which is  then d isbursed elsewhere .  At  the
same t ime,  we request  a  categor izat ion of  the payment  of  th is  tax .
How is  i t  poss ible  to  pay the same amount  for  a  car  with  20 ,000
ki lometers  per  year  compared to  one that  has  8 ,000 k i lometers
per  year?  The categor izat ion of  the tax must  a lso  include age ,
type of  fuel  used ,  engine ,  etc .
 
(7)  Cont inuous  and t ransparent  monitor ing of  power  plant  f i l ters .
Cit izens  must  be informed and made aware in  real  t ime on the
level  of  emiss ions  f rom the power  plants ,  on the stance of
industr ia l  waste  and the dangers  of  pol lut ion dur ing d i f ferent
per iods  throughout  the year .  Informat ion on the level  of  emiss ions
and on the work  of  the f i l ters  i s  essent ia l  in  order  to  protect  and
rule  out  any suspic ion that  someone is  turning of f  the f i l ters  to
ensure  more product ion .
 
(8)  Higher  taxes  for  inef f ic ient  devices .  The Government  of
Kosovo must  undertake a l l  the measures  necessary  that  energy
ef f ic ient  devices  be compet i t ive  with  those that  are  not .  This
means that  bes ides  f i scal  re l ie f  in  payments  for  ef f ic ient  devices ,
the contrary  should be in  place for  those devices  that  are  not
ef f ic ient .  In  the Kosovar  market ,  inef f ic ient  l ight  bulbs  must  be
el iminated!  At  the same t ime,  a  new elevated tax scheme
concerning elect r ica l  devices  and thei r  energy use is  necessary .
 
(9)  Funct ional izat ion of  the  Energy  Ef f ic iency  Fund  which would
promote ef f ic iency measures  and help  c i t izens  to  invest  in  thei r
houses .  A  large number  of  houses  in  Kosovo are  equipped with
inef f ic ient  devices  where there  is  a lso  a  lack  of  proper  thermal
insulat ion .  Even i f  the Government  says  that  there  is  a  lack  of
data  to  reach such conclus ion ,  the fact  of  not  having data  f rom
the Government ’s  s ide is  an issue in  i tse l f  that  needs to  be
addressed immediately .
 
(10)  A  f ive-year  program prohib i t ing the use  of  coal  for  heat ing.
The prohib i t ion of  coal  as  a  heat ing fuel  in  industr ia l ,  res ident ia l
and publ ic  bui ld ings ,  as  wel l  as  the f inding of  other  a l ternat ive
solut ions  for  heat ing ,  must  be a  medium-term pr ior i ty  of  the
Government  of  Kosovo .  Only  af ter  the establ ishment  and
funct ional izat ion of  the Energy Ef f ic iency Fund,  the Government
must  announce a  f ive-year  program banning every  system of
heat ing that  uses  coal  in  Kosovo .  Combined measures  of
ef f ic iency ,  centra l  heat ing systems,  the prohib i t ion of  i l legal
extract ion of  coal  and programs creat ing green jobs  need to  be
coordinated in  a  manner  that  makes  th is  f ive-year  pol icy  make
sense .
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(12)  Annul l ing the contract  for  the  construct ion of  “New Kosovo”
power  plant  and increas ing investments  in  renewable  energy .  The
Government  of  Kosovo must  show the pol i t ica l  wi l l  to  t ransform
the energy system in  s tep with  Europe and not  put  coal  forward as
the bas is  for  energy development  in  the future .  The construct ion
of  another  coal  power  plant  ru ins  market  compet i t ion ,
ext inguishes  hopes for  envi ronmental  improvement ,  and
undermines  the European future  of  Kosovo .
 

The Government  of  the Republ ic  of  Kosovo together  with  other
inst i tut ions  in  the country  must  ser iously  address  the problem of
a i r  pol lut ion .  Part ia l  and ad-hoc pol ic ies ,  wi l l  not  produce the
required resul ts .  Unfortunately ,  the major i ty  of  these measures
are  pol ic ies  that  we have requested for  years .  I t  i s  the f inal  t ime
when the publ ic  interest  needs to  be put  on top of  personal ,  party
and pol i t ica l  agendas .  Kosovo is  the place of  a l l  those who l ive
and of  a l l  who st i l l  have not  been born .  
 
But  people  must  not  wai t  only  for  act ions  f rom the Government ,
as  each one of  us  can a lso  indiv idual ly  take act ions  in  order  to
reduce a i r  pol lut ion  a  l i t t le  b i t :
 
(1)  Choose a  c leaner  commute  –  share  a  r ide ,  use  publ ic
t ransportat ion ,  b ike ,  or  walk  whenever  poss ible .  Kosovo c i t ies
tend to  be overcrowded with  cars .  I t  i s  worth knowing that  s low
moving t raf f ic  emits  more pol lut ion than when cars  move at
f reeway speeds .   As  such ,  us ing more publ ic  t ransportat ion ( for
longer  d is tances) ,  waking and cycl ing for  shorter  ones  wi l l  reduce
the number  of  cars  in  the st reets  and therefore  lower  that  a i r
pol lut ion .
 
(2)  I f  you must  dr ive  then take care  of  your  car .  Gett ing regular
tune-ups ,  changing o i l  on schedule ,  and inf lat ing t i res  to  the
proper  level  can improve gas  mi leage and reduce emiss ions .
 
(3)  Save energy  -  a t  home,  at  work ,  everywhere .  Energy sav ing
shal l  not  occur  only  because of  e lect r ic i ty  pr ices ,  but  a lso  due to
the awareness  of  the main source of  e lect r ic i ty  in  Kosovo –
coal/ l igni te  ( the d i r t iest  type of  coal )  which is  one of  the main
pol lutants .
 
(4)  Look for  Energy  Ef f ic ient  appl iances  when buying home or
of f ice  equipment  -  Use of  energy ef f ic ient  appl iances  minimizes
the exploi tat ion of  natural  resources .  These resources  inc lude
mainly  coal ,  and water .
 
 
 

WHAT YOU CAN DO
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(5)  Mainta in  your  wood stove or  f i replace  -  I f  you own a  wood
burning stove or  a  f i replace ,  be sure  to  keep i t  wel l  mainta ined .
When burning f i rewood in  wood stoves ,  incomplete  combust ion
often re leases  part iculate  matter  of  a  very  smal l  s ize  ( less  than
2.5  micrometer ) .  These t iny  part ic les  are  the most  harmful  to  our
respi ratory  t racts  because they can eas i ly  get  deep into  our  lungs ,
and for  thei r  smal l  s ize  may even enter  our  b loodstream.  Make
sure  you don ’ t  burn wood with  paint ,  g lue or  other  coat ing
because i t  could re lease addi t ional  toxins  into  the a i r .
 
(6)  Consume less  and recycle  – recycl ing ,  consuming less  and
thinking twice before  buying new i tem are  the best  you can do for
the envi ronment  and the a i r  qual i ty .  I f  you need to  buy new
products ,  whatever  they are ,  support  local  companies .
 
(7)  Avoid  burning leaves ,  t rash,  and other  mater ia ls  -  most  people
who burn thei r  waste  do not  real ize  how harmful  th is  pract ice  is
to  thei r  heal th  and to  the envi ronment .  Studies  indicate  that
burning leaves ,  t rash and other  mater ia l  i s  far  more harmful  than
people  th ink .  Burning waste  produces  harmful  quant i t ies  of
d ioxins ,  a  group of  h ighly  toxic  chemicals  that  set t le  on crops  and
in our  waterways  where they eventual ly  wind up in  our  food and
af fect  our  heal th .
 
(8)  Plant  t rees  –  Trees  are  known as  natural  a i r  f i l ters .  Except  of
removing the part iculate  matter ,  t rees  a lso  decrease levels  of
n i t rogen dioxide ,  sulphur  d ioxide ,  carbon dioxide and monoxide ,
ozone,  benzene and dioxin .  Some of  the most  ef f ic ient  t ree “a i r
c leaners”  are  large-growing species  with  leaves  such as :  oak ,
common ash ,  g inkgo bi loba ,  var ious  l inden t rees  and elms .  But
t rees  are  not  only  natural  a i r  f i l ters ;  they a lso  cool  down summer
temperatures  by  a  few degrees .  Even the s l ightest  temperature
reduct ion can make a  real  d i f ference in  keeping the a i r  c lean ,
because many compounds and ground-level-ozone-forming
chemicals  are  temperature  dependent .  This  means that  they
transform into  pol lutants  only  when outdoor  temperature  reaches
certa in  level .  Addi t ional ly ,  cooler  temperatures  are  more
comfortable  for  our  wel lbeing ,  which makes  t rees  a  great
subst i tute  for  energy demanding a i r  condi t ioners .
 
A l l  of  these solut ions  can help  mit igate  the impact  of  our
behavior  in  our  a i r -qual i ty ,  though they ’ l l  undoubtedly  need to  be
combined with  nat ional  act ions  for  c leaning up our  a i r .  People  are
ent i t led to  l ive  in  a  heal thy ,  c lean and safe  envi ronment .  Thus ,
real izat ion of  envi ronmental  r ights  in  Kosovo shal l  sh i f t  f rom
theory  to  pract ice .
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